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Gulf Families: Continuity and Change

Family life across the globe is being impacted by unprecedented diversity in household living
arrangements, and by sweeping economic, cultural, and social change. This is not an exception in the
Gulf region. A profound but silent transformationis taking place in the institution of family in the Gulf
region, influencing itsstructure and function in all possible ways. Family life oftenintersects with other
realms of life such as politics, economics, consumption patterns, education, gender, law, social media,
religion, culture, social reforms, and state. Therefore, the key to understanding Gulf societies lies in
understanding Gulf families with all its complex and delicate relationships within and across other
major social institutions.

It is commonly argued that the Gulf families are experiencing many formidable challenges and
undergoing profound changes due to speedy economic transformation, educational reforms,
extensive use of social media, rapid urbanization, migration, women empowerment, and spread of
popular culture from the East and the West. Notwithstanding such challenges and changes, the Gulf
families often seem to retainand continue many of the traditional roles and functions of families in a
sustained manner. This is because the concept of family denotes stability, and most Gulf societies have
placed a high value on the institutions of family and maintained the centrality of the family in the Gulf
social institutions. The debate over continuity and change that revolves around questions of what
changed and what stayed the same in the Gulf families constitutes one of the most prolific fields in
the Gulf family scholarship.

However, despite the obvious centrality of the family, the institution of the family remains at the
periphery of academic scholarship in the region, and it seems that the very notion of what it means to
be a Gulf family has changed in more ways than the family research has been able to capture and
explicate over the last several decades. Essentially, thereiis little knowledge of the breadth and depth
of this rapid change at the primary unit of the Gulf society - the Gulf family. This conference seeks to
advance the body of knowledge about the factors, directions, and magnitudes of change in the Gulf
families from an interdisciplinary perspective. The conference aims to bridge a gap in our
understanding of the Gulf family, by providing opportunities for assessing the current state of the art
and learning from field research findings in addition to offering practical solutions for policy
interventions.

We invite papersfrom the scholars who may provide insight into family life in their own natal societies
based on information published in their respective languages and countries. The potential scholars
are, therefore, expected to have an emic view of the families in each Gulf country, and we believe that
such a perspective will facilitate an in-depth understanding of continuity and change of Gulf families
within a cultural context. The scope of the conference encompasses research on the member states
of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC): Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Oman, Kuwait, Bahrain, and the United
Arab Emirates, in addition to Iran, Irag, and Yemen. Given the presence of huge non-national migrant
families in the GCC States, we are alsointerested in non-national Gulf families. Gulf families, therefore,
include both national and non-national families in the Gulf. We warmly welcome scholars including
Ph.D. scholars and policymakers, to contribute to this academic event.
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Thematic Areas:
We encourage the submission of papers on the broader areas of Gulf family studies including:
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Family, religion, and law

Families and education

Families and children

Families and youth

Families and gender relations

Family formations (marriage and couple relationships, divorce, and separation, late marriage, and early
marriage)

Intra-regional marriagesin Gulf families

. Fathers, sons, and states

9. Mothers, daughters, and states

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.

Fertility and demography in Gulf families
Parenting & grand parenting
Families and aging
Families and work
Families and states
Families, domestic servants, and household labor
Families and sports (football, horse racing, camel racing, falcon racing and the like)
Families and social media (Facebook, Twitter, Email, TikTok and others)
Families and businesses
Families and tourism/ leisure activities
Arab resident families in the Gulf
Non-Arab resident families in the Gulf
Social theories about family, children, youth in the Gulf
Future of the Gulf families
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How to Apply:

Abstract Submission

Abstract of around 300 words should be sent asan email attachment by May 15, 2023. Abstract in English
or Arabic is welcome, and you may even present in Arabic. Following the presentation, we hope that
authors will translate their papers into English and submit the English translation for publication. We do
not have funding for English translation.

Abstract or paper proposal should include the following: (a) Title of the paper; (b) Name, title, and
institutional affiliation of the author(s); (c) Email address; (d) Abstract of the paper (250-300 words).
Please send us the abstract together with other information by the email: GSEvents@qu.edu.qa We will
contact only those scholars, whose abstractsare finally accepted for presentation by May 30, 2023.

Full Paper Submission

The full paper should be sent by September 30, 2023. The length of the submitted paper should be no
less than 6,000 words (including references with APA style). Accepted papers will be compiled and be
published in a peer-reviewed edited book.

Travel Matters:

The conference is to be held in person during the full two days. Those whose papers are accepted for the
conference will be invited to Doha and have their travel expenses and accommodation arranged and paid
for by the organizers.
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